THE BULL RING

these fundamental rules for the execution of the
different suertes. Everything that is done by the
man in the ring is called a " suerte." It is the
easiest term to use, as it is short. It means act,
but the word act has, in English, a connotation
of the theatre that makes its use confusing.

People seeing their first bullfight say, " But
the bulls are so stupid. They always go for the
cape and not for the man/'

The bull only goes for the percale of the cape,
or for the scarlet serge of the muleta if the man
makes him, and so handles the cloth that the bull
sees it rather than the man. Therefore to really
start to see bullfights a spectator should go to the
novilladas or apprentice fights. There the bulls
do not always go for the cloth because the bull-
fighters are learning before your eyes the rules of
bullfighting, and they do not always remember or
know the proper terrain to take and how to keep
the bull after the lure and away from the man. It
is one thing to know the rules in principle and
another to remember them as they are needed
when facing an animal that is seeking to kill you,
and the spectator who wants to see men tossed
and gored rather than judge the manner in which
the bulls are dominated should go to a novillada
before he sees a corrido de toros or complete bull-
fight. It should be a good thing for him to see
a novillada first anyway if he wants to learn about
technique, since the employment of knowledge
that we caU by that bastard name is always most
visible in its imperfection. At a novillada the
spectator may see the mistakes of the bull-
fighters, and the penalties that these mistakes
carry. He will learn something too about the
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